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a certain resemblance to the truth, but that the work
before him was far more complicated and more delicate
than the wisest prophet had suspected.
It was in this way that the quarrel began between the
Jews and their divine Messiah. Their heads were full of
the languid dreams of commentators, the impracticable
pedantries of men who live in the past. He was
grappling with the facts of his age in the strength of an
inspiration to which no truth was hidden and no enter-
prise impossible. Accordingly he appeared before them,
as it were, under a disguise. He confounded their calcu-
lations, and professing to be the king they expected, he
did none of the things which they expected the king to
do. He revived the theocracy, and the monarchy, but in
a form not only unlike the system of David but utterly
new and unprecedented.
It is not uncommon to describe the Jews as having
simply made the mistake of confounding a figurative
expression with a literal one. It is said that when Christ
called himself a king he was speaking figuratively, and
that by * king' he meant, as some say, God, as others, a
wise man and teacher of morality, but that the Jews
persisted in understanding the expression literally. Such
interpreters do not see that they attribute to intelligent
men a mistake worthy of children or savages. We do
not find in history whole nations misled, bloody catas-
trophes and revolutions produced, by verbal mistakes that
could be explained in a moment. Again, they attribute
to Christ conduct which is quite unaccountable. A wise
man may at times dilate upon the authority which his
wisdom gives him, and in doing so may compare himself
to a. king; but if he saw that his words were so grossly

